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LATIN AMERICAN FILM FESTIVAL OFFERS WEST MICHIGAN A TICKET TO TRAVEL 
BEYOND BORDERS 

 
GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN - Maybe you’re      
looking for a break from scrolling through tiny        
images and brief but endless social media posts        
on your smartphone screen. Maybe you watched       
“Roma” on Netflix and wish that you had        
someone there - perhaps even the film’s director -         
who could answer your lingering questions. While       
most of us are more connected to the world than          
ever, we are often left wanting more context to         
understand the media about other countries and       
cultures that we consume in isolation. If this        
describes you, then mark your calendar for the        
Grand Rapids Latin American Film Festival      
(GRLAFF) coming up April 5-7, 2019! 
 
Winner of the 2018 Grandy for Outstanding Art        
Event (Judge’s Choice), GRLAFF is returning for       
its ninth season this year with a new slogan:         
“Cinema Without Borders.” The organizers chose      
the phrase because it reflects a desire to provide         
opportunities for dialogue across cultures and to enrich the social fabric of our community. With               
this in mind, GRLAFF presents the West Michigan community with an opportunity to engage              
with some of the most recent, award-winning films from Latin America, not only via striking               
imagery and long-form storytelling on the big screen, but also with face-to-face interactions with              
film directors, local speakers, and fellow Festival attendees. 
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During the first weekend in April, the Festival will flood the Wealthy Theatre in Grand Rapids                
with the sights, sounds, and flavors of Latin America. "I'm excited to see how audiences will                
respond to what we have planned for 2019,” says Mayra Fortes, a Grand Valley State University                
professor and co-chair of the GRLAFF Organizing Committee. “Every year, more and more             
people from the community attend the Festival, and the organizers love to hear how much they                
enjoy the event - from the films themselves to the discussions and the food." In the Peter Wege                  
Auditorium, over the course of three days the Festival will showcase eight feature-length films              
that the organizers have selected from Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, Mexico, Paraguay, and the             
Dominican Republic, plus Una mujer fantástica (A Fantastic Woman), a 2018 Oscar-winning film             
from Chile. 
  
Several of the feature films this year will also be followed by panel discussions with local experts                 
on themes brought to light in the films. GRLAFF 2019 will also revive a tradition started in prior                  
seasons by showing a selection of award-winning short films from Argentina, Mexico, Chile,             
Colombia, and Venezuela on Saturday at noon in the main auditorium. Each day there will be a                 
chance to try Latin American-style refreshments prepared by local restaurants and to mingle             
with directors, speakers, and fellow audience members in the lobby. 
  
You definitely don’t want to miss the chance to interact with Nelson Carlo de los Santos Arias, a                  
director from the Dominican Republic, after the showing of his film Cocote on Friday evening.               
Cocote follows Alberto, a kind-hearted gardener who returns home to attend his father’s funeral,              
but quickly faces a dilemma when he realizes that he’s been summoned by his family to avenge                 
his father’s murder. On Saturday evening, audience members will be able to meet Daresha Kyi,               
the co-director of Chavela. The award-winning documentary, a co-production between the           
United States and Mexico, is a portrait of the beloved Costa Rican singer Chavela Vargas,               
whose interpretations of Mexican ranchera songs endeared her to audiences, even as her             
unconventional life challenged societal norms. 
  
Year after year, these special opportunities for dialogue with visiting directors are treasured             
events for Festival attendees. “GRLAFF is important because of how rare it is for us to see films                  
made by and for Latin American audiences,” says Erika Carolina VanDyke, Communications            
Coordinator for the Grand Rapids-based Latino Community Coalition. VanDyke attended the           
showing of Colombian film Jericó at last year’s Festival, followed by a Q&A session with the                
director, Catalina Mesa. “Getting to hear fellow colombiana Ms. Mesa speak and meet her              
afterwards was an experience that I won't soon forget. Her film and her presence made               
Colombia feel a little closer to Grand Rapids,” VanDyke adds. 
 
If you’re looking to entertain your little ones while expanding their cultural horizons, look no               
further than GRLAFF 2019. The turn-out for the first-ever children’s events in 2018 exceeded              
the organizers’ expectations, and one Festival attendee commented that “the kids’ programming            
was awesome.” In response to popular demand, the Festival has expanded its family-friendly             
offerings to both Saturday and Sunday. The Festival will present an animated film from              
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Colombia, El libro de Lila (Lila’s Book), on Saturday morning in the main auditorium, and host a                 
series of live puppet shows both afternoons in the Koning Micro-Cinema.  
 
As always, the Festival is free for everyone in the community. This is made possible by the                 
generous support of GRLAFF partners and sponsors, as well as donations from the public. You               
can make a suggested $5.00 donation in person at the Festival or online at grlaff.org/donate.  
 
WHAT: Grand Rapids Latin American Film Festival 
WHEN: April 5-7, 2019 
WHERE: Wealthy Theatre, 1130 Wealthy St SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49506 
ADMISSION: Free to the public; donations appreciated 
MORE INFORMATION: www.grlaff.org 
 
Be sure to visit the Festival website to plan your visit and follow the Festival on Twitter,                 
Facebook, and Instagram for updates, using the handle @GRLAFF and the hashtag            
#GRLAFF2019. 
 

### 
 

The mission of the Grand Rapids Latin American Film Festival (GRLAFF) is to foster a nuanced 
understanding of Latin American and Latino experiences through the art of film, to provide 
opportunities for constructive dialogue across cultures, and to enrich the social fabric of our 
community. GRLAFF is organized by a coalition of area universities (Grand Valley State 
University, Aquinas College, Calvin College, Davenport University, and Hope College), and the 
2019 Festival is sponsored by Tertulia, VFG Creations, and Canos Broadcasting/La Poderosa 
93.3 FM. Learn more at www.grlaff.org. 
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